DISTRICT MISSION STATEMENT

The mission of the Houston School District is to meet the needs of all students so that they can become responsible productive citizens.

PHILOSOPHY

The administration and staff of the Houston School District have adopted the following guiding philosophical statements to guide the administrators, faculty, and student of the Houston School District.

1. The rate of learning will vary from student to student and from task to task based on the student’s affective entry characteristics (self-concept) and cognitive entry behaviors (prerequisite skill proficiency).  The school organization should be flexible enough to compensate for the variability in learning rate.

2. Students should have multiple opportunities to learn.

3. Students’ grades should be awarded based on student performance on curriculum objectives.

4. Most students will master what schools consider necessary to learn.  It is the task of the school to provide sufficient time and support to master necessary skills.

5. Successful learning enhances self-concept; positive self-concept stimulates successful learning.

6. Programs should be inclusive rather than exclusive.

GOALS

1. To improve the attendance of students.

2. To increase the number of parent teacher contacts.

3. To improve student achievement on state and national standards..

4. To decrease the number of potential student drop-outs. 

TITLE IX COMPLIANCE

Every pupil of the district will have equal educational opportunities regardless of race, color, creed, sex, handicap, religion or marital status.

No student shall be excluded on such basis from participating in or having access to any course offerings, athletics, counseling, employment assistance, and extra-curricular activities.

The Title IX coordinator for Houston School District is Lisa Blue.  She can be contacted at 662-456-3332, P.O. Box 351 Houston, MS 38851

PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE

Welcome to the 2009-2010 school year at Houston Middle School.  Together as partners – students, parents/guardians, teachers, and administrators – we can make this the best school year.

The ultimate purpose of education is to help each student become an effective citizen in a democracy. Developing and accepting the responsibilities and obligations of good citizenship will help us to participate in our varied activities and thus to find those things within our school which will prepare each person to live a quality life in this complex society.  Remember that your success in school will be directionally proportional to your efforts.

We sincerely look forward to working with and enjoying a great year with you.

Parents are encouraged to follow the chain of command when voicing any complaints concerning their child’s education. The teacher involved should be first contacted concerning any problems at school. If a resolution is not reached, the principal should then be contacted. 

If a parent, guardian, or approved adult is going to pick up the student, he/she is required to come to the office and sign that student out.  He/she may be required to show proof of identity if the office deems it necessary.

If a student becomes ill, parent(s) will be contacted.  Students who arrive during the day must immediately check in through the office before returning to class.
 DISCIPLINE POLICY

Teachers will maintain classroom discipline.  They have responsibility for and authority to discipline students in such matters as talking in class, preparing homework, class preparation, conduct in class, etc.  If a teacher’s discipline methods are not successful, the student will be referred to the principal.

For middle school students (grades 6-8), disciplinary infractions shall be grouped under one of two classifications.  These are major offenses and minor offenses.
Punishment for all offenses shall be progressive in nature.  Discipline may include counseling, parent conference, corporal punishment, suspension, expulsion, or other measures deemed appropriate by the principal.

Corporal Punishment can be administered as a disciplinary alternative.  Only certified administrators shall administer corporal punishment, and this must be done in the presence of an adult witness.  A student shall not receive more than three (3) licks for any given offense and shall receive no more than five (5) licks on a single day. 
More than three out-of -school suspensions for MAJOR offenses will result in alternative school placement. Suspensions for minor offenses will not count toward alternative school placement.
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NOTE: It is the parent’s responsibility to notify principals in writing if corporal punishment is not to be used with his/her child.  Such notification must be delivered in person by the parent and shall be filed in the student’s school record each year.

Suspension will be assigned if a student declines discipline measures deemed necessary and appropriate by a teacher and/or principal.  The principal can suspend a student for up to (8) eight days or for a longer period upon consultation with the superintendent. A student may be suspended for an indefinite period pending expulsion or awaiting mandatory parent conference.

Days missed due to suspension will result in zeros (0) for missed work. However, the absences will NOT count in the number of days absent allowed each student per nine weeks.

Students under suspension shall: 

• Not trespass upon any other school campus or enter into any school building except for prearranged conference with a principal.  

• Not ride a school bus nor attend any day or night school or school sponsored activity. 

• Shall receive a grade of zero for any schoolwork missed during the period of suspension.  However, suspended students will be allowed to       

  take nine weeks and major unit and chapter  tests when they return to school.  

Any student, who does not serve his/her suspension by the end of the regular school year, will serve the remaining days at the beginning of the next school year.
IN SCHOOL DETENTION (ISD)
Students suspended for minor offenses may be assigned to the in-school detention program.  The Houston Middle School ISD program will be housed at Houston Middle School.

Students in ISD must:

•Complete all assigned work before they are allowed to exit

•Obey the rules of the ISD program 
•Not interact with any other student

•Students must stay in ISD for the full day             

•After the third time, they may receive out of school suspension. 

If these rules are not obeyed the student will receive out of school suspension.

Rules and consequences are at the principal’s discretion and will be determined based on the severity of the offense.  

EXPULSION
Expulsion is a school board decision.  Any student expelled from a Houston school will lose all privileges of attendance and participation for the time specified by the Board of Trustees.  Expulsion shall be by administrative recommendation to the Board of Trustees.  All requirements of due process shall be followed in cases requiring expulsion.
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Special Education students require conference with school or district special education representative prior to any discipline procedure.

MAJOR DISCIPLINARY OFFENSES

1.
Assault: (Assault is an unprovoked or planned attack on another person).  

1st offense—minimum 10 days suspension, and possible expulsion

2nd offense—possible expulsion

2.
Possession or use of drugs/alcohol:

1st offense –minimum 10 day suspension and possible expulsion (see drug policy)

3.
Possession of any firearm or object that would be classified as a weapon on school grounds, or on a school bus:

1st offense – immediate suspension for up to 10 days and possible expulsion for one year from date of infraction. (Sec. 8001 Federal Gun Free Schools Act of 1994)
Using the Internet to research any material including but not limited to creation of weapons, bombs, and computer viruses will also result in disciplinary action.
4.
Possession or display of a replica of a weapon:

1st offense – 10 day suspension and possible expulsion

2nd offense – Possible expulsion

5. Threatening or directing profane language toward a teacher or school Employee:

1st offense – 5-8 days suspension, possible expulsion, or alternative school placement

2nd offense – possible expulsion or alternative school placement

6. Gang activity/association: (see gang activity policy)

1st offense –10 days suspension

2nd offense – expulsion

7. Theft or vandalism:

1st offense – 5-8 days suspension, possible expulsion or alternative school

2nd offense – possible expulsion or alternative school

3rd offense – Possible expulsion

Restitution must be made by returning or paying for stolen object or by repairing/paying for vandalism damage.
For all offenses listed above, the parent and/or police will be notified.
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8. Fighting:  

1st offense—3-5 day suspension

2nd offense—Minimum 5 days suspension and placed in Alternative School 

3rd offense—Minimum 8 days suspension  and placed in Alternative School 

4th offense—Expelled from school for 1 calendar year.
9. Possession/use of fireworks, firecrackers, or smoke or incendiary devices:   
      1st offense—3-5 days suspension/ 3 licks and parental conference

2nd offense—5 to 8 days suspension
Additional offenses may result in expulsion.

10. Sexual Harassment: (Worrying, annoying or intimidating another person in a sexual manner) This behavior will not be tolerated on school buses, campuses, or at any school sponsored activity. 

1st offense—3-5 day suspension

2nd offense—8 days suspension

3rd offense—Possible expulsion

11. Disobedience, defiance, insubordination, rude
1st offense—1-3 day suspension/paddling (3 licks) 

2nd offense—3-5 day suspension

3rd offense—5 day suspension

4th offense—Possible expulsion

12. Abusive, expression of racial or sexual slurs, or threatening/bullying another student:  
1st offense—3–5  day suspension /paddling (3licks)

2nd offense—3-8 day suspension

3rd offense—8 day suspension, possible expulsion

13.
Leaving school without permission:
            1st offense – 3-5 day suspension

            2nd offense – 5-8 day suspension
            3rd offense – Possible Expulsion 

It is noted that this is not intended to be a complete list of every disciplinary situation. Other disciplinary infractions not listed will be dealt with accordingly.

[image: image4.png]November 2009

October 2009
SMTWTFS

123
45678910
112131415 1617
181920 2122 23 24

December 2009
SMTWTEFS

12345
678 9101112
131415161718 19
2021222326 2526

252627 2829 30 31 2728203031
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday saturday
1 2 3 Q 5
=6:00 PM HWS basketball @ =6:00 PM HWS basketball @
Okolona Calhoun City
g g 10 1] 7 1] i
=6:00 PM HWS basketball- | m 5:30 PM HUES PTO meeting (PEOSTESSRERGHEBERTHGHED) = 600 PM HHS basketball-
Home vs. Tupelo =6:00 PM HHS basketball @ Home vs. Houlka
=6:30 PM School Board Meet- | West Point
ing
15| 16 17| 18] 19 20 21
=6:00 PM HWS basketball- =6:00 PM HWS basketball-
Home vs. East Webster Home vs. Okolona CHASBasketball )
7 23 24 25 26 27 28
29 30 1 2 3 4 5
Online SATP siol Algebral English Il Haywood nvtational
=6:00 PM HHS basketball- =600 PM HMS basketball - | m6:00 PM HHS basekiball @ —CHHS BasKetball
Home vs. East Webster Home vs. Calhoun City Cathoun City




NOTE: Any student with 3 or more out-of-school suspensions for any MAJOR discipline offense listed, regardless of the severity of the offense, will be assigned to the alternative school or expelled for the remainder of the school year. Suspensions for minor offenses will not count toward alternative school placement unless noted.
MINOR DISCIPLINARY OFFENSES

1.
Disruptive and Uncooperative: 
1st offense – 2-3 day suspension/paddling (3 licks)

2nd offense – 3-5 day suspension

3rd offense – 5 day suspension

4th offense – possible expulsion

2.
Failure/Refusal to participate in class work or complete assignments 
         
1st offense—warning/parent contact                             

            2nd offense—3 licks or 1 day suspension

            3rd offense—2 day suspension

            4th offense or more—3 day suspension 
3.
Cheating will not be tolerated. Cheating is defined as presenting as your own, any work that was not produced entirely by you. This 

    includes copying on tests, quizzes or other classroom assignments, and also handing in work on homework that is not your own. It is    

    also considered cheating if you give your work to another student to copy.
1st offense - Grade of zero on assignment/Parent contacted 

2nd offense - Grade of zero/Mandatory parent conference

Any student caught cheating will not be allowed in leadership positions and will be removed from any leadership positions they hold during the school year the offense occurred.

4.
Tardies:

1st – 4th   Offense
 
Warning

5th Offense


1 day suspension/paddling (3 licks)

6th or more Offenses

2 day suspension
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13. Possession/use of tobacco products: 

1st offense—paddling (3 licks)/1day suspension

2nd offense—1-3 day suspension

3rd offense—3-5 day suspension

4th offense—5 day suspension

5th offense—placement in alternative school
6.
Leaving class without permission or cutting class:
1st offense – 1 day suspension/paddling (3 licks)

2nd offense – 2-3 day suspension

3rd offense – 5 day suspension

7.
Gambling and/or gambling paraphernalia:

1st offense – 1 day suspension/paddling (3 licks)

2nd offense – 1-3 days suspension

3rd offense – 3-5 days suspension

4th offense – 5 –8 days suspension
8.
Profane language: 
1st offense—3 – 5  day suspension /paddling (3licks)

2nd offense—3-8 day suspension

3rd offense—8 day suspension, possible expulsion    

9.
Inappropriate Dress: 

Good learning situations depend on the best possible behavior and attitude of the student. Students are encouraged to take pride in themselves and to strive to meet public expectations. Students should be neat and clean, thus reflecting favorably on themselves and the school.

Safety, health, and individual dignity provide the basis for any dress code. If clothing is disruptive to the learning situation or if it is embarrassing to others, steps will be taken to deal with the individual student. 

It is believed by the administration that parents/legal guardians, as well as teachers, should recognize the main purpose of public education is to provide an education for the student that will allow them to become useful citizens in our society. Thus, any disruption or concerns caused by the student as a result of dress would call for appropriate disciplinary action by the school authorities. 
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Homeroom teachers will initially refer dress code violations to the office.

Teachers may at any time counsel with students about attire that may not be acceptable.  

When there is doubt that students are not adhering to the standards of dress, the principal or his designee will render the final authority.  Administration reserves the right to allow variation in dress under certain circumstances. 

Students’ dress should be neat, clean, and presentable.  In addition, the following rules apply to both male and female students: 

1.
Shoes must be worn at all times. House shoes are not permitted. Shoelaces must be in shoes that require them and must be tied.

2.
Hats, caps, or other headgear, and sunglasses are not to be worn to school. 

3.
Tube tops, halters, tank tops, tops with thin (spaghetti) straps, bare or exposed midriffs, backless garments or other dress that is extreme in exposing the body or immodest shall not be worn at school.  Pajamas are not permitted. 

4.
Skirts and shorts must be near knees in length.

5.
Articles of clothing will not have profanity or indecent illustrations on them and shall not have slogans or pictures that illustrate alcohol or drugs. 

6.
No drawstring pants or sweat pants will be allowed. 

7.
No sagging or drooping pants will be worn to school (these are indicative of gang related symbols)nor will slogans or writing of any kind be allowed on the buttocks of pants. Pants must not have any holes in them.

8.
All attire will be worn as intended that is belts fastened not hanging in front, suspenders and other clothes properly arranged.

9.
All male students will have shirt tails tucked in and wear a belt. Belts must be visible when shirt is tucked in. Male students must wear shirts with sleeves.

10.
The wearing of jewelry items is only permissible to the extent that they are worn in a manner that is not likely to distract other students or disrupt the educational process. For example, visible body piercing, including the wearing of nose rings, eyebrow rings, rings in the tongue or lip is prohibited. Earrings are allowed in the ears only. Tattoos must not be visible. Hair color must not be an unnatural color.

1st offense – warning / parent contact

3rd offense – 2 day suspension

2nd offense – 1day suspension or 3 licks

4th offense – 3-5 day suspension  
14. Bottled Drinks of any kind (this includes bottled water) are not to be brought onto the campus.  Canned drinks ONLY are permitted to be brought on campus.  Bottled drinks are to be purchased at school.

1st offense – warning/drink discarded

2nd offense – parent contact

3rd offense – 1 day suspension

4th offense – 3 day suspension  
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15. Eating candy, open drinks, snacks, and gum  Teachers will handle this in individual classes, however, if students have open drinks or food in the hall at any time the items will be will be taken away from the student and disposed of .
16. Inappropriate public displays of affection (kissing, hugging,)
            1st offense—Warning (written)

            2nd offense—Paddling (3 licks) or 1 day suspension

            3rd offense—2 day suspension

      4th offense—3 day suspension
17. Pornographic Material:

1st offense- 3 licks/ 3 days ISD and parent contact

Additional offenses – 3 days ISD

18. Radios, tape players, beepers, cellular phones, and any other sound reproducers or electronic devices are not to be used during school hours without specific permission for use in class or school activity. If any sound producing item goes off during school, it will be taken up and turned in to the office.  

 
1st  offense -  Item will be taken from student and kept in the office until parents come to school to pick the item up.  

2nd offense  - Items will be taken from students.  Parent may pick the item up at the end of the nine weeks.

3rd  offense - Items will be taken from students.  Parent may pick the item up at the end of the school year.
The school will not be responsible for items left at the end of the school year.
Student Use of Cell Phones

No student attending the Houston School District will be allowed to have in their possession any cellular phone device while on campus during school hours. 

Students caught in possession of any cellular phone device will have the device and it’s SIM card confiscated and placed in a locked secure location that will be specified for each school campus. 

In order to retrieve the device the student will be required to pay a fee of $25.00 to the school office. 

The device will remain in the possession of the school office until the fee is paid in full. 

Students will be required to pay the $25.00 fee each and every time a cellular phone device is confiscated from them. 
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A discipline form will be completed each time a cellular device is confiscated. One copy of the form will remain with the device for identification purposes, one copy will be sent home with the student and will serve as parent notification, and one copy will remain in the school office as documentation of the incident.

Refusal to give items to school personnel will result in a 3-day suspension.  In addition, the fees to retrieve the device and SIM card will have to paid in full before the student receives any report card or records. 

District employees shall comply with all requirements imposed by law with regard to reporting unlawful or violent acts which have or may have occurred on school property or during school-related activities or for which students have been expelled.

NOTE: A student suspended more than three times for any MAJOR offense, regardless of the severity of the offense will be assigned to the alternative school or expelled for the remainder of the school year.

Students who attend school, any school sponsored event, or come onto school property while suspended will have one (1) to eight (8) days added to their suspension.

Gang activity/Association

Gangs that initiate, advocate, or promote activities that threaten the safety or well being of persons or property on school grounds or which disrupt the school environment are harmful to the educational process.  The use of hand signals, graffiti, or the presence of any apparel, jewelry, accessory, or manner of grooming which, by virtue of its color, arrangement, trademark, symbol, or any other attribute that indicates or implies membership with such a group, is prohibited.  This is contrary to the school environment and educational objectives and creates an atmosphere where unlawful acts or violations of school regulations may occur.

Incidents involving initiations, hazing, intimidation, and/or related activities of such group affiliations which are likely to cause bodily danger, physical harm, or personal degradation resulting in physical or mental harm to students are prohibited.  Students involved in such activities are subject to 10 days suspension on the first offense and expulsion on the second.

The school district shall enforce the above rule and attempt to ensure that any student wearing, carrying or displaying gang paraphernalia or exhibiting behavior or gestures which symbolize gang membership and/or participating in activities which intimidate or affect the attendance of another student shall be subject to appropriate disciplinary action.

Alternative School

The alternative school program is provided for the following categories of compulsory-school-age students:

A student who has been suspended or expelled from school, except for any student expelled for possession of a weapon or other felonious conduct.
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Any student referred to the alternative school based upon a documented need for placement in the alternative school program by the parent, legal guardian or custodian of such child due to disciplinary problems.

Any compulsory-school-age child referred to such alternative school program by the dispositive order of a chancellor or youth court judge, with the consent of the superintendent of the child’s school district.

Any student who has been suspended more than three (3) times for any MAJOR offense.

Any student who becomes involved in criminal or violent behavior shall be removed from the alternative school program, if probable cause exists, the case shall be referred to the youth court.
Due Process

When a student is confronted with disciplinary action, the board and its administrators shall afford him the safeguards of due process as required by applicable law.

In any case, the student must be made fully aware of his/her rights and must be given an opportunity to present his/her side of the case prior to any action being taken by school officials.

The superintendent of schools and the principal of a school shall have the authority to suspend a student or place a student in the alternative school for good cause or for any reason for which such student might be suspended, dismissed or expelled by the school board.  A student expelled for involvement in illegal activity may be denied admission to the alternative school.  However, such actions of the superintendent are subject to review by the school board.  If the parent, guardian, or other person having custody of any child shall feel aggrieved by the suspension, dismissal, or denial of placement of that child, then such parent, guardian, or other person shall have the right to a due process hearing.  The parent or guardian of the child must request a hearing by the superintendent or principal within five (5) school days.  The proper form for requesting such a hearing shall be provided the parent or guardian upon request for a hearing. S37-9-71

LEGAL REF.:
Mississippi Code, S37-7-301 (e);  S37-9-71;  




Goss v. Lopez, 419 U. S. 565 (1975);




U. S. constitution, Amendment XIV




Wood v. Strickland, U. S. 95 S. Ct. 992 (1975)
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Bus Rules

Students are to be ready and at the bus stop when the bus arrives.  (Exceptions:  inclement weather or bus is off schedule)

Students are to enter bus and take seats immediately and remain seated until their destination has been reached.  All directions by driver are to be obeyed immediately.

Students may leave bus only at their regular destination.  Any change to this rule requires a note from parents stating destination, and signed by principal or the principal’s designee.

Loud talking, loud noises, throwing and pitching objects are not permitted.  Intentional littering is prohibited.

Students are to sit in assigned seats at all times and are not to get up until bus comes to a complete stop.

Students are not to touch or hang any body part out of bus windows.

Eating or drinking will not be permitted.

Use or possession of dangerous objects, selling or possession of drugs or alcohol, nor stealing on the bus or at bus stop will not be allowed.

Use of tobacco or tobacco products will not be permitted.

The use of vulgar language will not be permitted.

Molesting, harassing other students, threatening, and sexual harassment will not be permitted.

Students are to load bus in the afternoon at their assigned school.

Students must identify themselves properly when asked to, and open defiance toward driver will not be permitted.

Other misbehavior as determined by administration, including a pattern of repeated misbehavior will not be permitted.

Fighting will not be permitted.  

First fight, 10 days suspension

Second fight, Removal from bus for remainder of the year

Students are not to damage or deface school property.  Parents of students will be financially responsible for any damages incurred by their child. Student will be immediately suspended from the bus until damages are paid.

Bus Discipline Penalties

First Offense

3-5 days suspension

Second Offense
5-10 days suspension

Third Offense

10 days or remainder of year suspension

Fourth Offense
Removal from the bus for the remainder of the year

PERMANENT EXPULSION FROM THE BUS IS A SCHOOL BOARD ACTION AND PARENTS HAVE A RIGHT TO A HEARING

Bus Transportation

Bus routes are run to allow each student living more than a mile away from campus access to school. Students are to load and unload their bus in front of the building.  Each student is expected to ride his/her assigned bus and no other. Running and horseplay around the loading zone is not allowed. Bus students are not to enter the building before school until a teacher is on duty.  While on the bus students must remain seated and do nothing to distract the driver.  Remember the safety of many people is involved.  Discipline/behavior problems on the bus will be dealt with in accordance with established rules.

Drug Policy

The use of illicit drugs and the unlawful possession and use of alcohol is wrong and harmful.  

No pupil attending school in this district shall be permitted to carry upon his/her person or in any other manner or have in his/her possession in any way alcoholic beverages, or any other drug or narcotic drug, which when taken orally, intravenously inhaled or in any other manner, may cause the person to be under the influence thereof, and no pupil shall use any of the same at any school in this district.  The provisions of this policy statement shall apply to all pupils under the jurisdiction of this school district as defined by the laws of the State of Mississippi and the policies of the Houston School District.

Any pupil violating any of the provisions of this policy statement of the official policy of this board, in the sole and absolute discretion of the principal, and the superintendent of this school district, shall stand suspended for a period of ten (10) days and will be expelled in the sole and absolute discretion of the school board.  Any pupil violating this policy will be referred for prosecution.  Students may be required to complete a drug rehabilitation program or submit to drug testing prior to re-entry.

It is the policy of the Houston School District that random searches for drugs may be conducted by school officials and/or the police while a student is in school, on school grounds, or on the school bus.  Trained dogs handled by the police may be used during such searches.

Information about any drug and alcohol counseling and rehabilitation program is available through the counselor or the drug education coordinator.

Compliance with the above school policy is mandatory.
Attendance Policy

Good attendance with a minimum of tardiness and absenteeism is essential if students are to gain maximum benefit from the instructional program and attain high academic achievement.  This school board directs the superintendent to develop administrative rules governing tardiness and absences (excused and non-excused).  Such rules shall be based on the “Mississippi Compulsory School Attendance Law” (MS Code § 37-13-91) and shall include (but not necessarily be limited to) expectations for good student attendance, parent responsibility, absentee limits, excused and unexcused absences, and tardiness.

All absences are recorded as excused or unexcused.  

Excused absences shall be granted by the principal upon proper documentation for the following reasons:

1. Attendance of authorized school activity

2. Illness or injury, which prevents school attendance

3. Ordered isolation by the health department

4. Death or serious injury within immediate family

5. Medical and dental appointments with a doctor’s note verifying the appointment

6. Attendance in court wherein the child is a party in the action

7. Observation of a religious event

8. Educationally significant travel that has prior approval of the principal or his/her designee

9. Parent excuses will be accepted for five (5) days per semester

Make-up work will be allowed for excused absences only.  Students will receive a grade of “0” for missed work if their absence is unexcused.  Make up work for excused absences must be completed within five (5) days, except in the case of extended illness or other extended absence.  Extended absences will require verifiable documentation such as a doctor’s note in order to be considered excused.  For extended absences, ten school days will be allowed for the make up work.

Failure to make up work within the time allotted following any absence will result in zeros (0) being recorded for the assignments.

Any work assigned prior to any absence, including tests, must be turned in or completed immediately upon the student’s return to school.

All absences, including tardies for school in the morning, and early checkouts will be considered unexcused until verifiable documentation is submitted to the principal or his/her designee within two (2) days of returning to school.

Documentation must be submitted to the school for any absence to be excused.  This documentation must e presented within two (2) days of returning to school to be accepted.  If proper documentation is not presented within two (2) days, any absence will remain unexcused and the student will receive zeros (0) for missed work.

A parent note will be accepted as documentation for up to five (5) days per semester.  One parent note can count for consecutive days absent for the same illness; however, each day counts as one of the five (5) days allowed.  Other verifiable documentation, such as a doctor’s note, must be presented for an absence to be excused after the five (5) absences with parent notes have been used.  The student does not have to use the parent notes before they use other verifiable documentation.

The rules shall specify that no absence will be excused when it is due to suspension, expulsion or other disciplinary action [see MS Code § 37-13-91 (4)].  However, the suspended students are allowed to take 9-weeks tests, semester exams, and major unit and chapter tests but will receive zeros (0) for any other work missed.

In the event that a student misses more than nine (9) days, whether excused or unexcused, in a semester, the student and parent will be required to appear before the respective school’s attendance committee to discuss student’s options.  If all nine (9) absences have verifiable documentation, the school administrator or his/her designee may waive this requirement.  Students with habitual absences will be referred to the truancy officer.

Tardiness and Early Checkouts:

At Houston Middle School and Houston High School tardies and early checkouts will be recorded by period.

Class time missed due to tardies or early checkouts will also be recorded as excused or unexcused.  Proper documentation meeting the guidelines for excused absences will be required for a tardy or early checkout to be excused.  Students will receive zeros (0) for work missed due to an unexcused tardy or early checkout.

In addition, any tardy or early checkout, no matter how small the amount of time will result in loss of perfect attendance status for any student.

Standards 16 and 17 are as follows:

16.
The school district implements procedures for monitoring and reporting student absences as specified in the Mississippi Compulsory Attendance Law.  {MS Code 37-13-91}

17.
The school district implements programs designed to keep students in school and to lower student dropout rates. {MS Code 37-3-46 ©}

According to a 1998 Attorney General Opinion, automatic fail provisions of an absences’ policy may not apply against legal, excused absences. Such absences policies may not be applied against absences resulting from disciplinary suspension if absences policies are applied to truant children who are otherwise passing.  The district must afford the child procedural due process.  (Attorney General Opinion, Carter, 1-9-98 (#183) (97-0817)

LEGAL REF.: MS CODE §37-13-91



Mississippi Public School Accountability Standards (2003)

CROSS REF.: Policies CED – Duties of Superintendent



             
 JBA – Compulsory School Attendance




JBAC - Truancy

CONDUCT AT EXTRACURRICULAR EVENTS

When HMS is participating in activities, the team, school, and community are judged by the actions of our fans and participants. Teams want and need your support, but not at the expense of officials, other fans, or other teams.  Support the Hilltoppers, but remember you represent your school, your family, and your town.

Also, the MHSAA holds member schools responsible for the conducts of their fans.  Unsportsmanlike behavior can result in penalty, probation, or forfeiture of games. If any student or fan disrupts any event or if his/her actions do not represent the type of behavior expected by the MHSAA, the person or persons may be banned from attending any activity our school participates in for one year.

School is a Tobacco Free Environment!  Because of documented cases that prove that the use of tobacco products is harmful to the health of individuals, the use of tobacco in any form by students is prohibited at all times during school and when students are participating in school activities.

Students must attend 60% of the day, prior to, as well as the day of any out of school activity such as field trips and competitions.  Permission may be granted with prior principal’s approval or a doctor’s excuse. 

CLOSED CAMPUS

Once arriving at HMS, students are not permitted to leave until their school day is over except for excused, approved, or scheduled events.

HALLS

Students in the halls or restrooms during class must have a pass from a teacher or from the office.

LIBRARY

The school library is an integral part of the educational program of the school.  Students are encouraged to make effective use of the books and other library materials for both course requirements and recreational reading.

The card catalog serves as an index to the library holdings.  The librarian will be available to assist students in the selection and location of books and materials.

Most books in the library may be borrowed for a two-week period, subject to renewal if no reserves are being held for the book.  Books may be brought to the circulation desk by the borrower wishing to make a renewal.

To encourage the prompt return of books for the use of others, a fine of five (5) cents per day is charged for the late return of a volume.  A lost book should be reported immediately.  The current price of lost books or defaced books or magazines must be paid by the student.  Fines are charged for any marks, stains, folded corners, folded pages or any other defacement of the book, up to the cost of the book.  Students who have overdue books or fines may not check out another book until the overdue book has been returned and the fine paid or the student has paid for the book if it is lost.  Books that are a month overdue will be considered lost and a new book will be ordered to replace it, with the student charged with the cost.

No books, audio visual aids, equipment or other library materials may be taken out of the library without being charged to a student or a faculty member.  Magazines and newspapers are to be used in the library only and are available to students and teachers.
CAFETERIA, LUNCH, AND BREAK

Conduct during lunch and break must be based on courtesy and cleanliness including leaving the eating area clean and putting any waste materials in the proper places. Students may not take refreshments outside the eating area to classrooms, office, outside, etc.  Remember! HMS has a closed lunch/closed campus policy. Students are not allowed to leave campus for lunch.
REST ROOMS

Loitering in the restrooms is forbidden.  Students using restrooms during class must have permission from their teacher.  Students are expected to help maintain clean and sanitary restrooms. Students are encouraged to use restrooms before school and at break to avoid missing class time.

VACATING SCHOOL GROUNDS

All students are required to vacate the building and leave school grounds at the end of each school day unless under the direct supervision of a school official in an organized activity.  

WITHDRAWAL FROM SCHOOL

When students must withdraw form school for any reason, they are required to report to the principal’s office on the last day of attendance and fill out a withdrawal slip with the following information:

Reason for withdrawal

Date of withdrawal

The name of the new school if he/she is transferring  

All books must be turned in and all fines and fees paid.

BOOK BAGS/ATHLETIC BAGS

Backpacks, briefcases, and/or any type of book bags must be made of clear or mesh see-through material. 

All athletic bags used to carry uniforms or equipment must be given to the athlete’s coach when the athlete arrives at school.

INTERNET ACCESS

Students and visitors in the Houston School District must use the Internet and the computers in the schools in a responsible, ethical, and legal manner.  Parents or guardians of students should impress upon their children the need for the appropriate use of media and information sources available via the Internet.  The Houston School District supports and respects each family’s right to decide whether to apply for Internet access.  Parents must be aware, however, that courses based on Internet access will require adherence to this policy.  Failure to agree to Internet use may require the student to complete those assignments by alternative measures and/or find alternative access outside of school.

Access to the Houston School District computer network is a privilege, not a right.  Inappropriate use will result in the cancellation of those privileges and/or disciplinary action by the district.  No users have the right of privacy when accessing the Internet through the district.  Internet use must be in support of education and research and consistent with the educational objectives of the Houston School District.  Each user of the network must sign an agreement of acceptable use: each student must have the signature of a guardian or parent to use the network.

Students are responsible for good behavior on school computer networks.  General school rules for behavior and communications apply.  

The network is provided for educational use only.  Any research or communication across the network will be for educational purposes only, and in the case of students, at the discretion of the instructor.  Computers will be accessed by network administrators in order to maintain system integrity and ensure that the system is being used responsibly.  Files on district resources will not always be private.  Network use is logged and subject to administrative monitoring/review at any time.

The Houston School District is CIPA (Children’s Internet Protection Act) and COPPA (Children’s On-Line Protection Act) compliant.  The CIPA addresses what has to be filtered and the need for an Internet safety policy.  The COPPA applies to individually identifiable information about a child that is collected online, such as full name, home address, email address, telephone number or any other information –for example, hobbies, interests and information collected through cookies or other types of tracking mechanisms—when they are tied to individually identifiable information.  The Houston School District provides a filtered network that seeks to limit the access of users to inappropriate content.  Users will report the accidental access of inappropriate information to Houston School District authorities so that proper steps can be taken to filter such material.

Unacceptable Uses

1. Violating Mississippi Code or federal law dealing with students’ rights to privacy.

2. Using profanity, obscenity or language that is offensive to others.

3. Using the Network for financial gain, commercial activity or illegal activity.

4. Violating copyright laws.

5. Utilizing e-mail, including hotmail and yahoo.

6. Engaging in chat room forums or any type of instant messenger.

7. Uploading or downloading files, except for educational reasons.  Files of excessive size shall be downloaded at a time when the system is not being heavily used.

8. Unauthorized exiting to DOS or using a file manager for the purpose of deleting files or for the unauthorized copying of files to/from state owned property.

9. Posting personal contact information about yourself or other people.

10. Agreeing to meet with someone that you met online.

11. Attempting to gain unauthorized access to this system or any other system through this system.

12. Making deliberate attempts to disrupt the computer system or destroy any data.

13.  Posting information that could cause damage or a danger of disruption.

14. Engaging in personal attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks.

15. Harassing another person.

16. Knowingly or recklessly post false or defamatory information about a person or organization.

17. Posting chain letters or engaging in “spamming” or “mail bombing.”

18. Plagiarizing information that you find on the internet.

19. Attempting to impersonate another person.

20. Using the Internet to research any material including but not limited to creation of weapons, bombs, and computer viruses will also result in disciplinary action.
Responsible uses

1. You will be responsible for your individual account and your password if you are provided one.  Under no conditions should you provide your password to another person.

2. You will promptly report any messages you receive which seem inappropriate or make you uncomfortable.

3. You will abide by the school policies as set forth in the school handbook as they relate to computer use.

4. You will avoid the inadvertent spread of computer viruses.

5. You will post a web site only with the express permission of your teacher.

6. If you mistakenly access inappropriate information you must notify the teacher immediately.

7. Your parents should instruct you if they feel there are any additional material that they think would be inappropriate for you to access.

8. You will be held accountable for your actions when using the Internet.

9. You will not access another user’s account using his/her password.

Internet access will be limited to those students who have on file a signed Responsible Use Policy, which contains both the student’s signature and the parent’s signature. This policy is located in the back of this handbook. 

Note: Violations of this policy will result in the loss of the privilege to access the Internet in the labs and classrooms, and/or criminal prosecution as set forth by the laws of the State of Mississippi and/or the United States of America.

Parents must also sign a publication release for any student work or pictures of students to be publicized in any news releases or in the internet. This release is also located in the back of this handbook.

LUNCH

The full lunch price is $2.25 and reduced lunches are $.40.  The full breakfast price is $1.00 and a reduced breakfast is $.30.  Students are provided with Cafeteria Collection Envelopes.  Students are to complete the information on the front of the envelope, place lunch money inside and seal the envelope.  Cafeteria staff will be in the commons area each morning by 7:15 a.m. and at break time to collect lunch money.  The Child Nutrition Program will accept advance payments for lunch and breakfast. Extra food sales must paid for on the serving line

NO STUDENT MAY CHARGE MEALS OR EXTRA FOOD ITEMS

Meals or extra food items shall not be charged. However, knowing that students forget or lose their lunch money, students may be allowed to charge up to $6.00. After $6.00 has been charged, students will not be allowed to eat a meal but will be offered a sandwich and a carton of milk. If after five days of receiving a sandwich and milk, no lunch money has been received, student will not receive any type of meal. 

No food purchased from outside vendors may be brought into the cafeteria for students. A student must either bring his/her lunch from home or eat in the cafeteria.  
CHOICES: Each day students are provided with choices that include 4 entrée (meat) items, 3 vegetable items, 2 fruit items, bread and milk.  Each tray may contain up to 5 meal components:


1 entrée


1 vegetable

or 2 different vegetables and no fruit


1 fruit


or 2 different fruits and no vegetable


1 bread


(may be included in entrée – bun, pizza crust, etc.)


1 milk


Low-fat chocolate or white

When dessert is offered, it may be part of the lunch.  If a student has more than 5 items (or 6 including dessert) on their tray, they will be expected to pay for the extra items.  Extra items may be purchased, but only 5 are included in the price of the meal.

Fruit juice is categorized as a fruit and may not be substituted for milk.

OFFER VS SERVE: Students may choose only 5 of lunch components offered or 6 on the days that a dessert is offered.  If, however, a student wants only 4 or 3 of the lunch components, they may select 3 or 4 or 5.  Students must choose at least 3 of the components offered.  The price for the meal remains the same whether 3, 4 or 5 meal components are selected. Breakfast includes 4 meal components.  Students may choose 3 or 4 of the breakfast components offered.

Secondary students may purchase no more than 2 extra sale items other than a beverage.

EXTRA SALE PRICES: Students may purchase individual components of the lunch meal only if the full meal unit is being purchased.  Prices for additional items are: 

Entrée


$1.25




Soup



$.70


Grilled Cheese Sand.
    .50




Fruit/Juice


  .50


Veg/French Fries
    .50




Bread



  .35


Milk


    .50




Crackers (2)


  .25


Specialty Ice Cream
    .75 – 2.00



Ice Cream


  .50


Potato Chips

    .40




Dessert



  .40


Tea


    .35




Cup of Ice

  
  .15


Nabs


    .35




Bottled Water
  
  .50

Canned Juice 11.5 oz. 1.00

NOTE: Adults only may purchase tea and ice.

 Students may purchase breakfast items only if the full breakfast is purchased first. Prices for additional breakfast items are:

Cereal and Milk

          $1.25


Cereal Only


$.60


Pop Tarts(2)      


1.00


Donut/Cinnamon Roll
  .75


Biscuit & Meat


  .75


Biscuit



  .30

Bacon, Egg, and Cheese Biscuit
1.00


French Toast and Syrup
1.00


Biscuit & Jelly


  .50


Cinn/Raisin Biscuit

  .35


Muffin




1.00


Danish


 1.00

Hash Browns


 
  .40


Pancakes & Syrup

  .75


Whole Wheat Bagel


  .75
NOTE: Milk and ice cream are the only two items that may be purchased without first purchasing a complete meal.

PAYMENT BY CHECK: The Child Nutrition Program will accept checks only for food service purchases.  Parents may not combine payments for meals with other school expenses.  Checks made out to a school will be accepted for the amount appearing on the check.  There will be no partial cashing of a check. 

FOOD ALLERGIES AND SPECIAL DIETS: If a student has been diagnosed with a food allergy or has been placed on a special diet, the cafeteria will provide a food substitution or a special diet only when medical documentation has been provided.  Medical Statement forms may be picked up from the school cafeteria or the office of the Food Service Director.

APPLICATIONS FOR FREE AND REDUCED-PRICE MEALS will be sent home with every student on the first day of school.  The application is a red printed form and must be filled out completely and returned to the school.  The application will be evaluated upon total household size and total household income.  A new application must be approved each year.  Even if a student was approved for free or reduced meals last year, a new application must be approved for each school year.

CLOSED CAMPUS FOR LUNCH:  Houston Middle has closed lunch.  Students are not allowed to leave campus for lunch. 




PROMOTION REQUIREMENTS

In order to be promoted to the next grade or classified at a higher level, a student must successfully complete 70 percent of the objectives as measured by local testing/evaluation.  This is for all courses required for graduation.  

Evaluations in the Houston School District will measure the objectives that are established by the local instructional program and the objectives that have been established by the state core curriculum.

Grade 6

In order to be promoted to the next grade level, a student will be required to pass four (4) of the five (5) academic classes (English, Reading, Math, Social Studies, and Science).

Grade 7 and 8

In order to be promoted to the next grade level, a student will be required to pass five(5) of the six (6) academic classes (English, Reading, Math, Social Studies, Science, and Career/Computer Discovery).

However, students in grades 6-8 can not fail the same academic subject two consecutive years and be promoted to the next grade level.


Example:  Sam failed 6th grade Math and 7th grade Math; therefore, he will repeat the 7th grade.

Students who score minimal on the MCT2 will be placed in Compensatory Math and/or Reading Language Arts classes.

All Houston Middle students in grades 7-9 enrolled in Pre-Algebra will take a placement test to determine their Math placement for the upcoming school year. Placement will depend on the grade level of the students and will be as follows:

Any 7th or 8th grader who fails to meet minimum test requirements will repeat Pre-Algebra.

For admittance into 7th grade Pre-Algebra, a student must have scored in the advanced quartile on his/her latest state Math assessment OR maintained an A average for the year in 6th grade Math . 

For admittance into 7th and 8th grade Advanced English at Houston Middle School a student must have scored in the advanced quartile on his/her latest state Reading/ Language assessment (beginning with the 2008-2009 school year this will be just one assessment). OR

Maintained an A average in 6th  or 7th grade Reading and English AND be recommended by their current Reading and English/Language Arts teacher(s) .

ELIGIBILITY FOR EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

To be eligible for Middle/Junior High activities, a student must have passed any four courses that meet all MDE requirements including meeting the equivalent of 250 minutes per week. Students must have an average of 2.0 for the preceding semester (computed numerically or by GPA). The year-end average of the spring semester will be used to compute averages for the fall semester. In order to be eligible, students must also be on track to be promoted.

To be eligible for high school activities, the middle/junior high school student must have passed the four core courses (English, Math, Science, and Social Studies) with a 2.0 average for the proceeding semester (computed numerically or by GPA). The year-end average for the spring semester will be used to computer averages for the fall semester. In order to be eligible, students must also be on track to be promoted. 

Summer school or extended school year grades will replace the grade for a failed course in the spring semester GPA. 

STUDENT COUNCIL

•
All members of the student council must have at least an overall average of “C” and no semester average of  “F” during his/her Middle school years.
•
All members of the council must never have had an out-of-school suspension from Houston Middle School.

•
A member will be dropped from the regular student council if he/she is absent from meetings more than twice during the year when present at school.

•
Any student removed from the council cannot be a member of the council the following year.

•
All student council officers shall have been enrolled at least two consecutive semesters immediately prior to the election.

TEST SCHEDULE

Nine Weeks Test and Examination Schedule

1st Day

4th and 7th periods

2nd Day
3rd and 5th periods

3rd Day

2nd and 6th periods

4th Day

1st period

First Semester Exams cover the 1st and 2nd nine weeks material.

Second Semester Exams cover the 3rd & 4th nine weeks material.
REPORT CARDS

Numeral grades shall be recorded for the nine weeks, semester, and yearly grades.  Exceptions to this are as follows: band, chorus, and  P. E. The report card gives parents a summary of the student’s progress.  Please call the Middle School Office (456-5178), if you have any questions concerning your child’s grades.

A parent-teacher conference day will be held on Monday, October 19, 2009. Report cards will not be sent home with students prior to this day. Parents will be required to come to the school to pick up their child’s report card. Report cards will not be sent home with students for the first nine weeks.  

GRADING POLICY

The grading scale for the district shall be:

A   90-100      

  B   80-89                      C 70-79       
     D   65-69
            
 F   Below 65

 I    Incomplete

Nine Weeks Grades
Teachers will determine which activities; assignments, test etc. warrant a grade.  They will also determine which grades are to be utilized in deriving the final nine weeks grade.  Grades selected for inclusion in the nine-week grade shall be consistent for all students.  Teachers must ensure that 51 percent or more of the nine weeks grade is accrued from core objectives.

Classroom grades at Houston Middle School will be determined as followed:

Unit or chapter tests and major projects are recorded in the grade book twice while daily grades are recorded once. Daily grades include daily class work activities and quizzes. Teacher discretion will be employed in deciding what should count as a daily or test grade. 

A homework average will be kept separate for the nine weeks. The homework average will be recorded twice in the grade book at the end of the nine weeks and averaged in with the other test and daily grades. For example:

	90
	90
	87
	80
	75
	60
	89
	82
	90
	90
	83.3 rounded to 83 = average

	Test Grade recorded twice
	Daily grade
	Daily grade
	Daily grade
	Daily grade
	Daily grade
	Daily grade
	Homework average for the 9 weeks recorded twice
	Add all grades together and divide by 10 to get average


The final Nine weeks average to be recorded on the report card will be determined as follows:


Classroom grade average  = ¾


Nine weeks test = ¼

The sum of the classroom grades 3 times plus the nine weeks test grade divided by 4 equals nine weeks grade.

For example: 90 = score student received on the nine weeks exam.

83 + 83 + 83 + 90 = 339 divided by 4 = 84.75 rounded to 85                  85 would be the final 9 weeks average

Semester grades will be determined as follows:


1st or 3rd nine weeks average plus the 2nd or 4th nine weeks (daily grade average) = ¾


2nd or 4th comprehensive exam = ¼

The average of the first or third nine weeks grade and the 2nd or 4th nine weeks daily grade 3 times PLUS the semester test grade divided by 4 equals the semester grade.

EXEMPTION POLICY

Students in grades 6-8 may be exempt from first and second semester exams based on the following policy:

Any student with a semester average of 77 or above in any class, has no out- of- school suspensions, and no absences during the semester can be exempt. 

Any student with a semester average of 80-89 in any class; has no out -of- school suspensions, and 2 or less absences during the semester can be exempt.

Any student with a semester average of 90-100 in any class, no out- of- school suspensions, and 5 or less absences during the semester can be exempt.

Absences will be recorded by class period. Early check-outs from school do constitute absence. All absences other than those that are school related will affect exemption.

At the end of the school year, any student owing any fees or fines to the school including cafeteria fees will not be allowed to be exempt from any final exams until the money is paid in full. 
Students not present during scheduled exams must have a doctor’s excuse to take exams at a later time.

HONOR ROLL

Honor roll is to recognize students with high academic achievement.  Students eligible for the Principal’s Honor Roll must have no grade less than 80 in any subject.  Students eligible for Superintendent’s Honor Roll must have no grade less than 90 in any subject.

PARENT-TEACHER CONFERENCES
We believe that the best education for all students will be accomplished when parents and teachers work together; therefore, we encourage parent-teacher conferences.  Please call the Guidance Office (456-5174 HMS) to arrange conferences.  Conferences can be before or after school hours or during the teacher’s planning/conference period.  Appointments should be made at least one day in advance.

A parent-teacher conference day will be held on Monday, October 19, 2009. Report cards will not be sent home with students prior to this day. Parents will be required to come to the school to pick up their child’s report card. Report cards will not be sent home with students for the first nine weeks.  
ACTIVE PARENT

Beginning August 10, 2009 a free service will be offered to parents that will allow them to access to their child’s grades, discipline records, attendance records, and homework assignments from any Internet accessible computer. Parents must register by going to the following website:

http://houston.k12.ms.us/
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ActiveParent
Part of the ActiveSchool Suite.

For

Houston School District

Sign In To ActiveParent

User Name:

Password:

Login

Sign Up For An ActiveParent Account




Click on the link that says sign up for an ActiveParent account and fill out the information completely. Once your request is processed you can log into this site at any time and see updated information for your child. If you have more than one child in the district you can register them all at the same time and access the records for all of them at the same site.   A valid email is required, as correspondence concerning your account will be made via email only. This service is available to parents only. For questions or more information please email Dr. Leigh B. Mobley at this email address:

lmobley@houston.k12.ms.us

SUPPLIES

Students are responsible for having all needed materials assigned by individual teachers; however, supplies can be purchased just before homeroom.
MONEY AT SCHOOL

Students are strongly discouraged from bringing extra money to school.  Money should be brought only for necessary school purchases – lunch, supplies, fees, etc.  School policy does not permit students to sell items at school other than authorized fund-raising activities.

TELEPHONE USE

Except in the case of an emergency students will be permitted to use the telephone only to contact parents/guardians. Calls to conduct personal matters will not be permitted.  Students will not be called out of class for a call except in an emergency.
Student Use of Cell Phones

No student attending the Houston School District will be allowed to have in their possession any cellular phone device while on campus during school hours. 

Students caught in possession of any cellular phone device will have the device and it’s SIM card confiscated and placed in a locked secure location that will be specified for each school campus. 

In order to retrieve the device the student will be required to pay a fee of $25.00 to the school office. 

The device will remain in the possession of the school office until the fee is paid in full. 

Students will be required to pay the $25.00 fee each and every time a cellular phone device is confiscated from them. 

A discipline form will be completed each time a cellular device is confiscated. One copy of the form will remain with the device for identification purposes, one copy will be sent home with the student and will serve as parent notification, and one copy will remain in the school office as documentation of the incident.

Refusal to give items to school personnel will result in a 3-day suspension.  In addition, the fees to retrieve the device and SIM card will have to paid in full before the student receives any report card or records. 

GIFTS

The Middle School will not accept flowers and balloons at school.  The florists may leave a card in the office notifying the students that they have gifts at their business

VISITORS

No visitors are allowed on campus without permission from school officials.  This includes friends, relatives, etc.  All visitors must go directly to the office.  Violators are subject to prosecution.

USE OF FACILITIES

HMS facilities, gym, auditorium, etc. are for student and school use only.  Other individuals, groups, and organizations must make written application to the superintendent’s office to use such facilities.

ACCIDENTS/ILLNESS/MEDICATION

Students who become ill or who are involved in an accident will receive appropriate attention from school personnel.  Every effort will be made to contact parents in such an event.  A school official must approve any medication.
The school will not provide medication for students.

TORNADO/FIRE DRILL

In the event of an emergency situation, such as a tornado or fire, students will be instructed by the classroom teacher to go to designated areas and follow procedures described in the security plan.

BUS EVACUATION

In case of a bus accident students should know proper procedure for evacuating the bus.  A minimum of two (2) bus evacuation drills will be conducted during the school year.

NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS UNDER THE PROTECTION OF PUPIL RIGHTS AMENDMENT (PPRA)

PPRA affords parents certain rights regarding our conduct of surveys, collection and use of information for marketing purposes, and certain physical exams.  These include the right to:

· Consent before students are required to submit to a survey that concerns one of more of the following protected areas (“protected information survey”) if the survey is funded in whole or in part by a program of the U.S. Department of Education (ED)-

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent;

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;

3. Sex behavior or attitudes;

4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships;

6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or 

8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility.

· Receive notice and an opportunity to opt a student out of-
1. Any other protected information survey, regardless of funding;

2. Any non-emergency, invasive physical exam or screening required as a condition of attendance, administered by the school or its agent, and not necessary to protect the immediate health and safety of a student, except for hearing, vision, or scoliosis screenings, or any physical exam or screening permitted or required under State law; and

3. Activities involving collection, disclosure, or use of personal information obtained from students for marketing or to sell or otherwise distribute the information to others.

· Inspect, upon request and before administration or use-

1. Protected information surveys of students;

2. Instruments used to collect personal information from students for any of the above marketing, sales, or other distribution purposes; and

3. Instructional material used as part of the educational curriculum.

These rights transfer to from the parents to a student who is 18 years old or an emancipated minor under State law.

Parents who believe their rights have been violated may file a complaint with:

Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202-5920

PPRA NOTICE AND CONSENT/OPT-OUT FOR SPECIFIC ACTIVITIES

The Protection of Pupil Rights Amendment (PPRA), 20 U.S.C. § 1232h, requires Houston School District to notify you and obtain consent or allow you to opt your child out of participating in certain school activities.  These activities include a student survey, analysis, or evaluation that concerns one or more of the following eight areas (“protected information surveys”):

1. Political affiliations or beliefs of the student or student’s parent;

2. Mental or psychological problems of the student or student’s family;

3. Sex behavior or attitudes;

4. Illegal, anti-social, self-incriminating, or demeaning behavior;

5. Critical appraisals of others with whom respondents have close family relationships;

6. Legally recognized privileged relationships, such as with lawyers, doctors, or ministers;

7. Religious practices, affiliations, or beliefs of the student or parents; or

8. Income, other than as required by law to determine program eligibility.

This requirement also applies to the collection, disclosure or use of student information for marketing purposes (“marketing surveys”), and certain physical exams and screenings.

The Houston School District will provide parents, within a reasonable period of time prior to the administration of the surveys and activities, notification of the surveys and activities and be provided an opportunity to opt their child out, as well as an opportunity to review the surveys.  (Please note that this notice and consent/opt-out transfers from parents to any student who is 18 years old or an emancipated minor under State law.)

Parents who believe their rights have been violated may file a complaint with:

Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202-5920

NOTIFICATION OF RIGHTS UNDER FERPA FOR ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY SCHOOLS

The Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA) affords parents and students over 18 years of age (“eligible students”) certain rights with respect to the student’s education records.  These rights are:

(1)
The right to inspect and review the student’s education records within 45 days of the day the school receives a request for access.

Parents or eligible students should submit to the school principal [or appropriate school official] a written request that identifies the record(s) they wish to inspect.  The school official will make arrangements for access and notify the parent or eligible student of the time and place where the records may be inspected.

(2)
The right to request the amendment of the student’s education records that the parent or eligible student believes are inaccurate, misleading, or otherwise in violation of the student’s privacy rights under FERPA.


Parents or eligible students who wish to ask the school to amend a record should write the school principal [or appropriate school official], clearly identify the part of the record they want changed, and specify why it should be changed.  If the school decides not to amend the record as requested by the parent or eligible student, the school will notify the parent or eligible student of the decision and advise them of their right to a hearing regarding the request for amendment.  Additional information regarding the hearing procedures will be provided to the parent or eligible student when notified of the right to a hearing.

(3)
The right to consent to disclosures of personally identifiable information contained in the student’s education records, except to the extent that FERPA authorizes disclosure without consent.


One exception, which permits disclosure without consent, is disclosure to school officials with legitimate educational interests.  A school official is a person employed by the school as an administrator, supervisor, instructor, or support staff member (including health or mental staff and law enforcement unit personnel); a person serving on the school board; a person or company with whom the school has contracted as its agent to provide a service instead of using its own employees or officials (such as an attorney, auditor, medical consultant, or therapist); or a parent or student serving on an official committee, such as a disciplinary or grievance committee, or assisting another school official in performing his or her tasks.


A school official has a legitimate educational interest if the official needs to review an education record in order to fulfill his or her professional responsibility.


Upon request, the school discloses education records without consent to officials of another school district in which a student seeks or intends to enroll.

(4)
The right to file a complaint with the U.S. Department of Education concerning alleged failures by Houston School District to comply with the requirements of FERPA.  The name and address of the Office that administers FERPA are:


Family Policy Compliance Office

U.S. Department of Education

400 Maryland Avenue, SW

Washington, D.C. 20202-5920

CONCLUSION

The policies and procedures in this handbook are the result of a concerted effort on the part of students, faculty, and administration.  This information has been carefully prepared and presented so that it will help you adjust to our school and become an integral part of it.

The ultimate purpose of education is to help each student become an effective citizen in democracy.  To accept the responsibilities and obligations of good citizenship will help you participate successfully in our modern world.  We hope you will participate in our varied activities and thus find those things within our school which will prepare you to live a better life and finally take your place in society.  Remember that your success in this school may be directly proportional to your efforts.

The Houston School District does not discriminate on the basis of sex, race, creed, color, handicap, religion, or National Origin.

RESIDENCY

The Policy on Verification of Residence became effective during the 1990-91 school year. Each student in the Houston School District must establish residency by verification of address at the beginning of each school year.

This form must be completed and returned to school along with two of the allowable proofs of residency listed. Documents must show a physical address (no P.O. Boxes) and be addressed to the parent or legal guardian. Failure to submit these documents could result in student being dismissed from the Houston School District until the documents are presented.

If student lives with someone other than a parent, court documents must also be presented proving legal guardianship.

RESIDENCY REGISTRATION CHECKLIST

Houston School District

2009-2010
Student Name:____________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent/Legal Guardian Name:________________________________________________________________________________________






(A post office box number is not acceptable for address verification)

Telephone Number:_______________________

_____A.
Document provided by Parent/Guardian/Other Adult.  A minimum of 2 is required.



_____1.  Filed Homestead Exemption Form



_____2.  Mortgage Documents or property deed



_____3.  Apartment or home lease agreement



_____4.  Utility bills showing address



_____5.  Other documentation (i.e. bills or government documents with physical address and name)____________________

_____B.
Student is living with legal guardian and a certified copy of the Court Decree, or petition if pending, declaring the district 

resident to be the legal guardian of the student and further declaring that the guardianship was formed for a purpose other than establishing residency for school district attendance purpose.

Houston School District

Parental Consent to Release Information for Publication
Name of student______________________________School Attending_____________________________

The Houston School District has my permission to release to the public the name, picture, and/or other information about my child as well as any work they may have submitted for publication in the newspaper or other media. I understand that this information will be released via the Internet or other means and will be released as deemed necessary concerning participation in school programs and events.

Parent Signature____________________________________________Date_________________________
	


HOME LANGUAGE SURVEY
1. Does your child speak any language other than English?   _____YES _____NO  
 If yes, please answer the following questions: 

2. What was the first language your child learned to speak? ___________________________________________________________

3. What language does your child speak most often? _________________________________________________________________

4. What language is most often spoken in your home? _______________________________________________________________
Houston School District Responsible Use Policy for Network and Internet Safety

Students and visitors in the Houston School District must use the Internet and the computers in the schools in a responsible, ethical, and legal manner.  Parents or guardians of students should impress upon their children the need for the appropriate use of media and information sources available via the Internet.  The Houston School District supports and respects each family’s right to decide whether to apply for Internet access.  Parents must be aware, however, that courses based on Internet access will require adherence to this policy.  Failure to agree to Internet use may require the student to complete those assignments by alternative measures and/or find alternative access outside of school.

Access to the Houston School District computer network is a privilege, not a right.  Inappropriate use will result in the cancellation of those privileges and/or disciplinary action by the district.  No users have the right of privacy when accessing the Internet through the district.  Internet use must be in support of education and research and consistent with the educational objectives of the Houston School District.  Each user of the network must sign an agreement of acceptable use: each student must have the signature of a guardian or parent to use the network.

Students are responsible for good behavior on school computer networks.  General school rules for behavior and communications apply.  

The network is provided for educational use only.  Any research or communication across the network will be for educational purposes only, and in the case of students, at the discretion of the instructor.  Computers will be accessed by network administrators in order to maintain system integrity and ensure that the system is being used responsibly.  Files on district resources will not always be private.  Network use is logged and subject to administrative monitoring/review at any time.

The Houston School District is CIPA (Children’s Internet Protection Act) and COPPA (Children’s On-Line Protection Act) compliant.  The CIPA addresses what has to be filtered and the need for an Internet safety policy.  The COPPA applies to individually identifiable information about a child that is collected online, such as full name, home address, email address, telephone number or any other information –for example, hobbies, interests and information collected through cookies or other types of tracking mechanisms—when they are tied to individually identifiable information.  The Houston School District provides a filtered network that seeks to limit the access of users to inappropriate content.  Users will report the accidental access of inappropriate information to Houston School District authorities so that proper steps can be taken to filter such material.

Unacceptable Uses

1.
Violating Mississippi Code or federal law dealing with students’ rights to privacy.

2.
Using profanity, obscenity or language that is offensive to others.

3.
Using the Network for financial gain, commercial activity or illegal activity.

4.
Violating copyright laws.

5.
Utilizing e-mail, including hotmail and yahoo.

1. Engaging in chat room forums or any type of instant messenger.

2. Uploading or downloading files, except for educational reasons.  Files of excessive size shall be downloaded at a time when the system is not being heavily used.

3. Unauthorized exiting to DOS or using a file manager for the purpose of deleting files or for the unauthorized copying of files to/from state owned property.

4. Posting personal contact information about yourself or other people.

5. Agreeing to meet with someone that you met online.

6. Attempting to gain unauthorized access to this system or any other system through this system.

7. Making deliberate attempts to disrupt the computer system or destroy any data.

8. Posting information that could cause damage or a danger of disruption.

9. Engaging in personal attacks, including prejudicial or discriminatory attacks.

10. Harassing another person.

11. Knowingly or recklessly post false or defamatory information about a person or organization.

12. Posting chain letters or engaging in “spamming” or “mail bombing.”

13. Plagiarizing information that you find on the internet.

14. Attempting to impersonate another person.

15.
Using the Internet to research any material including but not limited to creation of weapons, bombs, and computer viruses will also result in disciplinary action.
Responsible uses

1. You will be responsible for your individual account and your password if you are provided one.  Under no conditions should you provide your password to another person.

2. You will promptly report any messages you receive which seem inappropriate or make you uncomfortable.

3. You will abide by the school policies as set forth in the school handbook as they relate to computer use.

4. You will avoid the inadvertent spread of computer viruses.

5. You will post a web site only with the express permission of your teacher.

6. If you mistakenly access inappropriate information you must notify the teacher immediately.

7. Your parents should instruct you if they feel there are any additional material that they think would be inappropriate for you to access.

8. You will be held accountable for your actions when using the Internet.

9. You will not access another user’s account using his/her password.

Internet access will be limited to those students who have on file a signed Responsible Use Policy, which contains both the student’s signature and the parent’s signature. This policy is located in the back of this handbook. 

Note: Violations of this policy will result in the loss of the privilege to access the Internet in the labs and classrooms, and/or criminal prosecution as set forth by the laws of the State of Mississippi and/or the United States of America.

Parents must also sign a publication release for any student work or pictures of students to be publicized in any news releases or in the internet. This releases is also located in the back of this handbook.


________________________

SCHOOL 

TITLE I   PARENTAL COMPACT

PARENT/GUARDIAN AGREEMENT


(Any person who is interested in helping this student may sign in lieu of the parent.) I want my child to achieve.

 Therefore, I will encourage him/her by doing the following:

_____
See that my child is punctual and attends school regularly.

_____
Support the school in its efforts to maintain proper discipline.

_____
Establish a time for homework and review it regularly.

_____
Provide a quiet, well-lighted place for study.

_____
Encourage my child’s efforts and be available for questions.

_____
Stay aware of what my child is learning.

_____
Provide a library card for my child.

_____
Read with my child and let my child see me read.














_______________________________














Parent Signature

STUDENT AGREEMENT

It is important that I work to the best of my ability. Therefore, I shall strive to do the following:

•
Attend school regularly

•
Come to school each day with pens, pencils, paper, and other necessary tools for learning.

•
Complete and return homework assignments.

•
Observe regular study hours.

•
Conform to the rules of student conduct.














________________________________














Student Signature

TEACHER AGREEMENT

It is important that students achieve. Therefore, I shall strive to do the following:

•
Provide homework assignments for students.

•
Provide necessary assistance to parents so that they can help with assignments.

•
Encourage students and parents by providing information about student progress.

•
Use special activities in the classroom to make learning enjoyable.














________________________________














Teacher Signature

PRINCIPAL AGREEMENT

I support this form of parent involvement. Therefore, I shall strive to do the following:

•
Provide an environment that allows for positive communication between the teacher, parent, and student.

•
Encourage teachers to regularly provide homework assignments that will reinforce classroom instruction.














_______________________________________














Principal’s Signature

State Law in Mississippi requires that local districts distribute a copy of their discipline plans to all students, and parents/guardians shall sign a statement verifying that they have seen it. Please complete and sign the disclaimer below.

I, ______________________________________________, the parent/guardian    of _____________________________________________

 

    (Parent/Guardian)









(Student)

have read and understand the Houston Middle School Handbook.

_________________________________________             _____________________

            (Signature of Parent/Guardian)




(Date)

I, _____________________________________________, have read and understand the Houston Middle School Handbook.



 (Student) 



           

_________________________________________             _____________________



 (Signature of Student)




          (Date)
HMS STUDENT HANDBOOK REVISIONS FOR 2009-2010

In an effort to assist students, parents, and teachers, all major revisions, additions, and changes made to the 2009-2010 student hand book from the prior year are indicated below. Please sign and return this form indicating you are aware of these changes to the student handbook. 
	Page No.
	2009-2010 Student Handbook Revisions

	2
	Discipline Policy- Revised    More than three out-of -school suspensions for MAJOR offenses will result in alternative school placement. Suspensions for minor offenses will not count toward alternative school placement. 

	4
	In school Detention- note added that HMS will house its own ISD.  Deleted the statement that students can serve only three days at a time and can only be placed in ISD three times a year. Added the statement that rules and consequences of HMS ISD will be at the principal’s discretions and based on the severity of the offense.

	6
	#3 added: Using the Internet to research any material including but not limited to creation of weapons, bombs, and computer viruses will also result in disciplinary action.

	6
	#5 – punishment for first office of Threatening or directing profane language toward a teacher or employee changed from 5-10 days to 5-8 days

	6
	#7 –punishment for first offense theft or vandalism changed from 5-10 days to 5-8 days

	7
	#9 corporal punishment added to possible punishments for possession/use of fireworks, firecrackers, or incendiary devices punishment for 2nd offense changed from 5-10 days to 5- 8 days

	8
	#11  rude added       #12 deleted profane language and made it a separate minor offense

	8
	#13 Leaving school without permission punishment for second offense changed from 5-10 days to 5 to 8 days.

	10
	Note added: A student with more than three out-of-school suspensions for any MAJOR discipline offense, regardless of the severity, will be assigned to the alternative school or expelled for the remainder of the year.  Suspensions for any minor offense will not count toward alternative school placement unless noted.

	10
	#1 changed to disruptive and uncooperative. Deleted disrespect or profane gesture toward a teacher or school official. This is a major offense.

	12
	# 6 added cutting class      #8 Profane language added

	14
	Dress code: #9: added belts must be visible when shirts tucked in   #10 added: hair color must not be an unnatural color.

	16
	#11 deleted consequences, this offense will be handled in the classroom

	16
	#13 pornographic material added

	16
	#14 added electronic devises and the new cell phone policy

	18
	Added for any MAJOR offense to the note. 

	22
	Added principal’s designee to those who can sign a parent bus change request.

	33
	Eligibility for Extracurricular activities updated

	34
	Student council requirements updated to read that a student must never have had an out-of-school suspension at HMS to serve on the student council

	34
	Date for parent teacher conferences changed to October 19, 2009

	35
	New grading scale added

	36
	Exemption policy updated to reflect new grading scale

	36
	Honor Roll criteria updated to reflect new grading scale

	36
	Date for parent teacher conferences changed to October 19, 2009

	37
	Active parent information added

	38
	Cell phone policy added to Telephone Use

	39
	Disclaimer added to Accidents/Illness/Medication: the school will not provide medication for students.

	44
	Automobile registration deleted as acceptable proof of residency

	45
	Home language survey added


Student Name_______________________________________________ Parent Name (Please Print)_____________________________________________________________

Parent Signature_____________________________________________Date_______________________________________________________________________________
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As a parent/guardian I have reviewed this policy with my child. I hereby give my permission for my child to use the internet for classroom educational purposes only. I understand that although the school district will make every effort to avoid access to objectionable material restricting access to all objectionable materials is impossible. I will not hold the district responsible for materials acquired on the internet. I understand that my child will be subject to disciplinary action for violations of the acceptable use policy. Further, I understand that I may be held responsible for any intentional damage to state owned property.


 


________________________________________	___________________________________________		_________________________


Parent/Guardian Printed Name			Parent/Guardian Signature				Date











I have read and understand the Acceptable Use Policy. If I do not follow the Acceptable Use Policy, my network access will be terminated. I understand that, in the event of violations, disciplinary action will be administered under the Houston School District Code of Conduct. I understand that violations could result in legal action.





________________________________________	___________________________________________		_________________________


Student Printed Name				Student Signature						Date
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